
Scholarship 2003 
Ms. Lisa Hillary 
Thomas Cooper & Stibbard 
lisa.hillary@tcssol.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I feel most fortunate to have been given the opportunity to be involved in the 
Dabelstein & Passehl Scholarship Scheme. This unique initiative not only 
served to provide an informative overview of the German Marine market and 
legal system but also afforded me with, what is now and increasingly, a rare 
opportunity to gain insight into the operational workings of the industry. Last 
and by no means least it introduced me to the beautiful city that is Hamburg 
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Introduction to the German Legal system 
 
The informal lectures covered all the major aspects of Marine law with which I 
am familiar. The discursive nature of the lectures not only enabled me to make 
comparisons with the English legal system but also, through sometimes lively 
discussions with my fellow scholars, provided me with a greater knowledge of 
the laws of other countries and the systems which they have adopted. The 
lectures also covered some areas of which I have less experience, which served 
to broaden my knowledge and provide me with the impetus to research these 
areas in greater detail on my return to England. 
 
I particularly enjoyed the visits to the German courts. It is the first opportunity 
that I have had to visit courts outside of England and it was most interesting to 
compare the informal nature of the German court proceedings to the more 
formal working of the English courts. I found the role of the Judge in 
facilitating settlement a most interesting departure from the role of English 
judges who are prohibited from playing a part in such discussions.  I would 
welcome such developments in England although I think it unlikely as this 
would greatly affect the earning capacity of the English Lawyer who, as you 
(and it would seem the German market as a whole) are all aware would be 
greatly disaffected by such developments! We were all extremely fortunate to 
have such an experienced and obviously respected guide as Judge Bartels, who 
was also able to offer much historical insight. Please pass my thanks and 
regards to Judge Bartels for his participation in the scheme.  
 
 
 
The German Mar ine 
Market 
 
I was pleasantly 
surprised by the warm 
welcome that we were 
given on our visits to 
your clients offices. 
Without exception, the 
companies were prepared 
and devoted a generous 
amount of time in   

providing informative overviews of their respective roles within the market 
(and some even went above and beyond the call of duty by spending “after 
hours”  time in our company introducing us to the many types of beer that 
Germany so famously has to offer). 
 
These visits also provided us with a very welcomed opportunity to introduce 
our respective firms to companies with which we have previously had little or 
no contact and in doing so raise our own firm’s profiles within the market. 
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Mar ine Operations 
 
It is most unusual in these times to be presented with an opportunity to 
experience the operational side of the market. I feel particularly fortunate to 
have experienced more in the 3 weeks spent with Dabelstein & Passehl than 
most English lawyers will in their entire career. The survey on board the bulk 
carrier was a highlight as was the visit to the feeder vessel which enabled us to 
view the fascinating computerised container terminal in full operation. The site 
visit to Blohm & Voss was also thoroughly interesting as was the visit to the 
Ship Model Basin.  
 
Thank you to all staff at D&P for making us all feel so at home in Hamburg. A 
special thanks must go to Sascha who was not only lecturer and chauffeur but 
also a pretty competent social events coordinator!  
 
I hope that this introduction may be used as a base upon which to build 
stronger and continued links between our respective firms. 
 
 


